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FOREWORD BY
HIS EXCELLENCY SHEIKH ALl BIN AHMED BIN MISHARI AL SHAMSI
WALI OF SUR

Suris a coastal fown renowned for its glorious seafaring traditions. With a history deep-
rooted in the seq, the city is renowned for its fearless seafaring citizens who in times
past and to date have braved the oceans, traveled across the world and learned from
different cultures.

And because the people of Sur are passionate about the seq, the oceans have
reciprocated in kind. This etemal love has resulted in the flourishing of traditional
maritime repertoire in which the people of Sur have, over the years become expert
craftsmen and even developed interesting marine activities like sports showing clear
evidence of a mixture of cultures in the people of al Afiya (@ name given to Sur)
goined ’rhrough close contact with other cultures.

These include water sports and traditional boat racing practiced with unrivaled passion
by the people. They pine for these activities as they recall their vivid memories of the
sea with a rich mixture of anxiety and excitement.

The Traditional Boat Race in Sur takes place yearly with the generous support of Oman

LNG during the company’s Annual Day celebrations to mark the Royal Decree issued
by His Maijesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said that established the company.

Encouraging the competition is part of a larger effort that represents the company's
commitment to the community through contributions that support many aspects of
development while taking into account the customs and traditions of the Sur people.

This is also in keeping with the company’s commitment to protect the environment and
culture of Sur.

We would like to express our thanks and gratitude to Oman NG for its support and
commitment.

We hope this cooperation between the community and the company will continue and
grow stronger.




Oman NG is a recipient of many awrads,

including the GCC's Award for

Best in Compliance with Environmental Specifications.

Brief History of Boat Racing

Prior to 2003, boats used for the boat racing competition at Oman LNG's Annual Day
celebrations were equipped with engine propellers.

This all changed in 2003 when Oman NG funded the purchase of three rowing
boats for three sports clubs in Sur: Al Oroubah, Al talee’ah and the Sur Sports’ Clubs.

In 2006, two additional boats were brought into service - the Oman LNG boat and
another called the Sur Healthy Town Project.

Five new boats were again sponsored by the company in 2009 and replaced the
older boats.

Participating Teams (2011)

e Oman ING * Sur Sports Club

¢ Al Orouba Sports club ¢ Al Talee'ah Sports club

e Sur Healthy Town Project * Qalhat Healthy Village Project
e Shinas Club ¢ Sohar Club

* Maijees Club e Lliwa Club



Foreword by
Dr. Brian Buckley
General Manager and Chief Executive Officer, Oman LNG

The development of Oman over the last 40 years has been truly spectacular. The
leadership has without question come from His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said. The
catalyst of the first 25 years was oil that he so astutely converted, with the aid of an
able government, into health and education.

The second phase of Oman'’s renaissance began in 1995 with “Vision 2020". The
“game changer” has been Oman'’s natural gas. From nothing, gas has become the
largest single revenue generator after oil and the greatest catalyst for diversification of

Oman’s economic base. Through the sale of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) to Asia and

Europe Oman has generated significant revenues for the country and has established
the reputation for Oman of a trusted and reliable business partner with whom the
world wants to do business. Natural gas has also answered the need for more efficient
and clean energy within Oman and as an engine for much of Oman’s economic
diversification.

Oman received recognition in the recent UN report as the country ranked first in the
world for making the greatest progress in human development over the last 40 years.
This recognition is one that may not resonate in the memories of all its people, less than
5% of whom were old enough to remember well what life was like in the years prior
fo Sultan Qaboos bin Said’s accession to power.

Today's Oman belongs to the “50,000 young Omani's that are leaving the country's
schools and colleges each year with aspirations to build tomorrow's Oman on today's
foundations. The uncompleted phase of Vision 2020 is the diversification, growth and
opportunities that will offer these talented young people employment and engagement
in the final push towards developed status. Oman NG intends to continue to play a
central role.

So, as we gather to mark this year's Oman LNG Day, we celebrate the birth of Oman's
“gas age” following the issuance of His Maijesty's Royal Decree to establish Oman
ING in February 1994. Today, Oman NG contributes over 10 per cent to the
country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and provides revenues that support economy
diversification. Oman is no longer an economy that is dependently solely on oil. It




now has gas, fourism and manufacturing, information technology and many growing
service sectors that have been made possible through the contributions of liquefied
natural gas.

The Oman LNG Day has the very special purpose of saying thank you fo all our
neighbours in Sur for offering the supportive environment in which our business thrives.

Thanks to you, we continue to be successful in our business and effective in creating

many more opportunities for Omani's young and not-so-young to enjoy fulfilling and
worthwhile lives in their communities. As your humble neighbours, we continue fo learn
from you how to better help and support Oman and its people to grow economically
and with pride in their heritoge, culture and environment.

Let me close by saying a heart-felt Shukran to all who have contributed to make Oman
LNG Day the success it is today.

| would especially like to thank the Directorate of Sports in Shargiya and all the
committees that participated in organising the traditional rowing boat race and to the
sportsmen who paricipated for their vitality and conviviality during the competition.

| wish you happy Oman LNG Day celebrations.




Al-Mashuwah

Al-Mashuwah,isaboatthataccompanies
big cargo Medium-sized,
propelled by at least four paddles but
not more than twenty, the Al-Mashuwah
is used as a link between the dhow and

dhows.

the shore.

Whenever the ship was at a distance
from the shore, Al-Mashuwah was
used to transfer seafarers, passengers,
goods and al-Nokhitha (local jargon
for capfoin) to and from the ship. If the
ship sails, A-Mashuwah is tied behind
it, but if the journey is long, it must be
brought on deck to avoid its sinking, loss
or damage.

Many interesting poems have been
composed praising Al-Mashuwah. These
poems are known primarily by sailors.

Making of Al-Mashuwah

Building the Al-Mashuwah begins with
the extension of the Alheirab, the base of
the ship. Its measurement is determined
by the ship-builder. After the construction
of the Alheirab, the builders begin to
install the Al-Sharaur sheets (sheets
from the top of the base) and then the

Faramat and Al- Shamlan (both are

wood for the inner structure). Following
these, the installation of the rest of the
sheets is completed to reach the desired
height of the boat.

The height
does not exceed more than a meter and

of Al-Mashawah usu0||y

half; its length ranges from fen to fifteen
meters and its width in the middle not
more than two meters.

The number of paddles must match the
number of sailors but it must not be more
than twenty paddles.

Al-Mashuwah has two small decks, the
back deck is used by the captain and
passengers and the front deck, usually
small, cannot accommodate more than
one person. The “al-Bankiaat” chairs are
used by the sailors while rowing.

Rowing

When the number of sailors began
to decline, it became necessary to
install diesel engines in Al-Mashuwah
fo increase its speed. Sailors soon
abandoned the use of rowing.

This happened after 1958. After two
years of phasing-out the use of sails in



most of the ships and replacing it with
diesel-powered  engines,
owners were forced fo insfall engines in

Al-Mashuwah.

most  ship

The paddling of Al-Mashuwah has rules
in terms of unification in rowing and
harmonisation in raising the paddle and
dipping it in the water, bending forward
and backward, according to the rhythm
of the music played during rowing and
is usually in the form of prayers and
stimulating words for seafarers.

The word “race” means to compete with
other and requires physical and spiritual
preparedness. The word “rowing” or
“oaddling” signifies the use of a paddle,
a tool used to push the boat in the
water.

In Oman, rowing boats are generally
used for a number of purposes-fishing,
transportation of construction materials
and fimber from ship to the por, as
well as the transfer of water from one
place to another or to cross from one
beach to another. Until the present day,
rowing boats sfill exist despite the use of
engines.

Boat Races

When the dhows arrive atlarge ports and
have fo stay for long periods, it provides
an opportunity for sailors to meet and
visit one another in their dhows. During
periods of rest, these sailors share stories
about the events that occurred during
their sojourn and here the desire to
challenge prevails. They soon agree on
a race with Al-Mashuwah.

First, they agree on the day of the race
and its distance and then all the teams
go to prepare Al-Mashuwah by painting
and beautifying it, even repairing its
paddles.

Each team chooses sailors suitable for
the rear and front paddling and even go
in search for good sailors from other
vessels to participate in the event and a
“Sakony” who directs the ship during the
sailing, “Zanah” and musical instruments
(al-Kashr = al-Rahmani — al-Zamar) are
selected.

News about the date of the race soon
spreads among the sailors of different
dhows and the workers at the port as
they watch the decorated Mashuwahs
raise their flags.



On the day of the race, the competing
Mashuwahs move to the starting point,

which is usually five kilometres away from
the end point. Once given the signal, the
Mashuwahs take off like arrows and
one notices each ship is almost sinking
due fo the fervour of paddling by the
sailors as they try their utmost to win the
competition. The onlookers’ screams of
excitement are drowned by the sound
of the paddles friction and the musical
instruments as the race ends by the
advancement of one of the teams across
the finishing point. The winning team
performs a dance on the ship joined by
sailors of other ships and with a banquet
of fresh fish and dates.

It really is an unforgettable event that the
older sailors still narrate to us today, they
remember its place and the members of
each team and who was selected from
the other ships because of his peculiar

skills.

The idea of organising Al-Mashuwah
boat race is an initiative depicting the
maritime heritage of Sur. It also reminds
the new generation of the lofty ideals of
their forefathers who braved the storms
of the violent seas and their keenness
fo enter into a useful competition in an
organised way.

lts documentation by historians and the
media emphasizes the maritime role of
Sur and indeed Oman through history.

Annual Oman LNG Day - Programme

Time Venue
Wed 16" 21:00 | Fateh Al Khair Centre | Fireworks Show
February 2011
Thurs 17 08:30 | Fateh Al Khair Centre | Boat Race
Feb 2011
eoray 11:30  Sur-Al Aijoh Bridge | Tour of Oman (organised by
Muscat Municipality)
13:00  Khor Al Battah Try-sail (in association with
Oman Sail)
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