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Omanisation - Oman million USD, staff - Graduated
LNG has remained approximately - The with Business and
at the forefront of amount expended Technology Council
the attracting and on staff training and (BTEC) from the
retaining the best development. company'’s Edexcel
talent with Omani Accredited Training
nationals occupying 5 centre.

positions of the seven
slots in the company’s

Management Team.

of staff sponsored staff undergoing Million OMR at least -
by the company for professional courses, amount invested in 270
tertiary education sponsored by Oman projects all across the

LNG Sultanate of Oman in
the past decade

1.5%

of company’s net profit of yearly allocation for

is set aside for Social Social Investment is
Investment put aside as Reserve
Fund to secure the
future viability of Oman
LNG's Social Investment

Programmes.




Foreword by the
General Manager & CEO

We were reminded how connected we are as we
watched with shock and great sadness the devastation
that has befallen Japan. The loss of life and destruction
are hard to comprehend and the pictures and footage
we have seen through the news media are incredible.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to those families and
communities who have lost so many and are facing
such uncertainty in the days and weeks ahead. We
marvel at the rapidity with which the people of Japan
have mobilised to rescue lives and begin the long road
of recovery. We applaud as the rest of the world moves
quickly and with compassion to come to the aid of a
valued partner and friend of Oman.

The other shocks that have taken us unawares are
closer to home. As we watch and experience the
challenges to the erstwhile order it befits us in Oman
not to forget what it is that has already been built.

The latest UNHD report recognised Oman as the
country that has made the most progress in human
development of all developing countries in the last
40 years. This didn’t happen by accident, but through
the vision of His Majesty, Sultan Qaboos bin Said, and
the hard work of so many Omanis who contributed to
today’s success story.

In this edition of Al Ghanjah we reflect on some of the
modest but important roles that Oman LNG has played
and continues to play in contributing to that economic
and social development of Oman.

We also pause to admire one aspect of the unique
natural heritage of this country: a country with beauty
and values that are worth preserving for future
generations as we chart our way through the current
upsurge of changes.

Dr. Brian Buckley

General Manager & CEO - Oman LNG
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COMPANY NEWS

|
.
LAB FOR TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE
.

Just weeks ahead of epoch-marking celebrations to
commemorate forty years of visionary leadership under
the guidance of His Majesty, Sultan Qaboos bin Said,
Oman LNG has boosted technical training in Oman
through funding the supply of scientific equipment to
the Higher College of Technology, Muscat.

Specifically, Oman LNG will fund the supply of critical
pieces of research equipment for the specialised fields
of Physics, Chemistry, Biological and Environmental
Sciences, all of which come under the Department of
Applied Sciences at the Higher College of Technology,
Muscat, an institution supervised by the Ministry of
Manpower.

The college’s curriculum for the Environmental
Science programme had received formal Government
approval in 2003 but could not commence studies,
hamstrung by the lack of necessary apparatus that
constitute a laboratory to effectively teach students
the course. Some of the equipment to be supplied by
Oman LNG to kick-start the programme includes an
atomic absorption spectrometer, a mercury analyzer,
autoclaves, humidity controllers, psychrometres and
an incinerator.

Items on a comprehensive list for the study of Physics
consists interface software for data recording, display
and analysis; magnetic field sensors, universal table

clamps, energy transfer generators and computer-
based thermal expansion systems. Both the Chemistry
and Biology sections, will receive similarly important
devices which address their respective requirements
for wide-ranging studies.

H.E. Hamad Khamis al Amri, Undersecretary for
Technical and Vocational Training at the Ministry of
Manpower signed the agreement on behalf of the
Ministry of Manpower which will see the Manpower
Ministry superintend the tender process for procuring
the articles of equipment for which Oman LNG has
earmarked the sum of four hundred thousand (400,000)
Rials. Dr. Brian Buckley, GM & CEQ, signed on behalf of
Oman LNG.

Earlier in January, Oman LNG in symphony with the
Manpower Ministry had agreed to build physics and
chemistry laboratories as well as a gas-pipeline welding
workshop for the Musanna College of Technology with
the sum of two hundred and eight thousand (208,000)
Rials.

.
FRIENDSHIP BOAT RACING

The role of business in furthering relationships
between governments came to the fore during the
Friendship Boat Racing organised by Embassy of Japan
in partnership with Oman’s Ministry of Sports Affairs.

Held on 19th September, the friendly competition was
a commemoration of the 40th Anniversary of the reign
of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said and followed
the visit of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force to
the Sultanate of Oman.



Pl o
Bttt 1117 - . -
e MU Sol | ¢ 4

e X B

The contest comprised four teams drawn from the

Japanese and Omani navies. But beyond the fanfare
and excitement which accompanied the exercise, was
the camaraderie fostered by sponsoring companies
like Oman LNG which provided all the four boats used
in the competition.

In his opening address, the Japanese Ambassador to
Oman, His Excellency Seiji Morimoto encouraged all
the participants to show a spirit of sportsmanship to
assure a more robust friendship ensues between Japan
and the Sultanate after the competition. He noted that,
“although, it is a competition, | think it upgrades our
spirit of friendship to another level”

For his part, Dr. Brian Buckley, General Manager and
Chief Executive Officer of Oman LNG speaking on the
significance of the event said:“Japan is one of our most
important customers so it is a privilege for Oman LNG
to support this race between the Omani Navy and
Japanese Navy on this occasion. It's a fun occasion and
it's a celebration particularly marking the fortieth year
of His Majesty on the throne!”

Attendees at the event included top naval brass from
Japan and Oman, government officials and members
of business community.

SUR HOSTS OMAN LNG DAY

On 16th and 17th February, the coastal city of Surin the
Shargiyah region of Oman witnessed increased activity
as the location, known for its dhow-building history,
hosted the Oman LNG Annual Day celebrations.

Oman LNG Day is a yearly event held to commemorate
the Royal Decree issued by His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
bin Said in 1994 that established the company,
effectively approving enabling conditions to tap the
Sultanate’s gas resources for a different kind of revenue
stream besides earnings from oil, for the development
of the country.

“Our custom of having the Oman LNG Day in Sur
centres around our consistent effort to engage with
our communities and cultivate an open, transparent
two-way relationship as neighbours working together
for the progress of Sur” said Mohammed Juma Al-
Mukheini, Oman LNG's Head of Community Relations.



MEN AT WORK

a recent report by The Economist
Intelligence Unit, Deep water ahead? The Outlook for
the oil and gas industry in 2011, the majority of industry
executives surveyed expect global demand for

liquefied natural gas to grow.

The increasing popularity of LNG as a choice fuel will
in the longer term lead to a greater push for increased
production as countries work to combat climate
change and move to cleaner sources of energy to
meet the needs of its citizens and industries. Already,
interest and innovation in natural gas technology is
spreading to enable effective capture of the resource,

even in relatively tougher terrains.

Among existing natural gas liquefaction facilities there
is an effort towards optimising performance to sustain
and possibly notch up production as well as expand
their markets. With new or expanded liquefaction
projects expected to come onstream in the future
in places like Australia for example, the challenge
for the LNG industry could easily become the task of
developing qualified manpower—skilled personnel
who are familiar with the discipline that underpins
efficient production to cater for growing demand.

Of the thirteen specific challenges for the oil and gas
industry listed by The Economist’s report, shortage
of skilled labour ranks in the top half along with
competition and increasing regulation.

This is the reason why the recent accreditation by
Edexcel for Oman LNG to run the Business and
Technical Education Council’s (BTEC) Level 4 Diploma
in LNG Technical Support for its operational staff is an
accomplishment not only the for company but the
Sultanate.

Established in 1994 by a Royal Decree issued by His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, Oman LNG has been
at the forefront of developing Oman’s gas resources
for export to earn a different kind of foreign revenue
besides oil for the country. With gas sourced from
dedicated fields of Kawthar, Saih Rawl and Saih Naihda
and processed at Oman LNG's world-class plant,
revenue from the company’s export is freeing up
resources to change the economic landscape of the
Sultanate.

Built by Chiyoda Foster Wheeler and at the threshold
of its second decade of operations, Oman LNG’s world-
class plant has delivered over a thousand cargoes to
customers in the Pacific Rim and Asia with Japan and
Korea as two of its key buyers.

The company takes great pride in the development
of its staff of which fully eighty-six percent are Omani
nationals. Over 2 million Omani Rials (over $5million)
was invested in staff training and development in 2009
alone.

Edexcel, an internationally recognised provider of
academic and vocational qualifications operates in
more than a hundred countries and applies rigorous
standards in establishing qualifications in partnership
with industry. Such collaboration ensures that courses



offered under its supervision are relevant to work-
place requirements and the credentials awarded to
candidates are recognised qualifications all over the
world.

The BTEC qualifications, because they are designed in
close collaboration with specific industry, deliver the
necessary work-related skills and knowledge required
in a particular field.

For Oman LNG, the certification will enable it offer
top-end training courses to operators on how its
world-class LNG plant functions and the best ways to
maintain efficiency which enabled the company to the
deliver 1,133 (One thousand, one hundred and thirty-
three) cargoes to its customers in the last decade.

Before the accreditation, Oman LNG executed the
Level 3 BTEC Advanced Diploma in LNG Operations at
its world-class Learning and Development Centre in
Sur, that meets all the criteria in terms of the standard
of the facilities, equipment and quality of trainers that
facilitate the courses offered.

With the accreditation to run a Level 4 Diploma in LNG
Technical Support, the company has further broadened
the diverse range of competencies available to groom
its staff to take up leadership responsibilities in the
LNG industry.

The technical expertise of Omani nationals is also
important because it ties into broader efforts by the
Government of Oman as articulated inits 25-year Oman
Economic Vision (1996-2020), also referred to as the
Vision 2020 that targets a shift towards encouraging
private initiative and nationaal labour, among others.



“This accreditation for BTEC Level 4 Professional

Diploma in LNG Technical Support for operations staff
is an extension of their level 3 BTEC Advanced Diploma
in LNG Operations which we already run at the
Learning and Development Centre. It forms another
cornerstone on which to build Oman LNG’s specialised
workforce, who are well-grounded in the operations
and efficiency of the company’s world-class plant’, says
Abdullah Al Shukairy of Oman LNG’s Human Resource
Department.

In 2009, Oman LNG was honoured with the HR
Excellence Award for Employer of the Year by the
Institute of International Research (lIR), Middle East for
its consistent efforts at developing its manpower.

As the liquefied natural gas industry gears up
to experience a boom, Oman LNG's manpower
development will continue to enhance the company’s
ability to play an important role as a key supplier in the
natural gas value chain. Count on it.



CELEBRATING A LANDMARK

From the first export of oil that left the shores of
Oman in 1967, the Sultanate had over a period of two
decades, become indelibly associated with oil as the
main enabler of its economy. But by the first half of the
1990s Oman, blessed with a beautiful landscape that is
refreshed by the Arabian Peninsula, hospitable people,
arich culture and tradition reached a new watershed in
its illustrious history.

Through alandmark Royal Decreeissued by its visionary
leader, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said in 1994, the
groundwork for developing the country’s potential
for gas was established to kick-start a vigorous effort
geared towards commercialising the nation’s gas
resources. This would earn for the country a new kind of
revenue, supplementing the income from oil and spur
far-reaching initiatives to grow the nation’s economy.

Oman LNG is a tribute to that insightful Decree by
His Majesty. Since delivering its first cargo to Korea's
KOGAS in 2000, the company has remained an
enduring evidence of how Oman continues to fashion
its progress while staying true to its traditional roots.

While revenue from the export of natural gas
accounts for over ten (10) per cent of the country’s
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Oman LNG through
operating a three-train liquefaction project in Sur, is
the largest single private company investor in social
development activities in the Sultanate, responsible
for some eighty-five (85) percent of the contributions
from the oil and gas sector.

The company’s involvement spans many essential
areas of the economy including health, education,
agriculture, women’s development, sports, skills’-

training, environment and culture, and has led to

much advancement in these sectors.

In healthcare for instance, Oman achieved a first last
year when Oman LNG signed a pivotal agreement
with the Ministry of Health to fund the acquisition of
information technology programme that would enable
doctors at the Royal Hospital, Muscat share knowledge
on the treatment of diseases with hospitals located in
some of the other regions in the Sultanate. When in use,
this new system of communication will reduce amount
of travel for patients requiring specialist treatment and
offer a precious trove of medical knowledge through
the exchange of ideas among practising doctors in
different hospitals.

The company’s involvement in education presents
a similar example. Working with the Ministry
that
superintends higher colleges of technology so skills

of Manpower, the government parastatal
taught at these institutions tie in neatly with broader
national efforts at grooming a qualified workforce,
Oman LNG agreed to supply critical pieces of research
equipment for the specialised fields of Physics,
Chemistry, Biological and Environmental Sciences at
the Higher College of Technology, Muscat.

Dean of The Higher College of Technology Muscat, Dr.
Ahmed Al Ghassani noted soon after the agreement
that the equipment were an “invaluable contribution

. towards providing Oman with well-trained and
qualified Omani graduates in line with the vision and
guidance of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, to
give the highest priority to the education and training
of youths in Oman as part of the country’s sustainable
development process.”



Preserving Old Customs

It is an interesting contrast that the development of
Oman'’s liquefied natural gas (LNG), a forward-looking
fuel that many anticipate will eventually replace
the wide usage of oil and coal in industries around
the world also enhances the preservation of Omani
cultural heritage.

Oman LNG is a keen advocate and supporter of
preserving the Bibi Mariam Tomb in Qalhat. The history
of the tomb is said to date back to the 14th and 15th
century when Qalhat, then a thriving commercial
nerve centre was frequented by travellers like Marco
Polo. After a ravaging earthquake and raiding by the
Portuguese, the only enduring artefact of Qalhat’s
impressive past is the tomb of Bibi Maryam, an
outstanding woman that built “one of the most
beautiful mosques in the world".

The falaj water system, a source of irrigation water in
Oman, is another ancient infrastructure championed
by Oman LNG. Though many centuries old, this system
of water supply is an important source of water used
for agricultural and domestic purposes in many parts
of country and is listed as one of UNESCO's World
Heritage sites.

The establishment of the Fath al Khair ship-building
museum and current efforts by the company to
maintain the Sunaysilah fort, both located in Sur, home
to Oman LNG’s world-class plant, when they become a
realisation will be central in ensuring valuable history
lessons are preserved for future Omani generations
and the world.

“The Gas Age”

The annual celebration of the Oman LNG Day—this
year’s festivities held on 16th and 17th February—
capture in a single memorable event the wide
implications of that definitive masterstroke by His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said.

Celebrated in Sur with active involvement of the
community, many of the social activities like boat-
racing and group luncheon that take place during the
festivities are a commemoration of the Royal Decree
that has brought such a seismic change to the society
in the brief history of the company’s operations.

Dr. Brian Buckley, Oman LNG’s General Manager and
Chief Executive Officer says, “The second phase of
Oman’s renaissance began in 1995 with “Vision 2020".
The “game changer” has been Oman’s natural gas.
From nothing, gas has become the largest single
revenue generator after oil and the greatest catalyst
for diversification of Oman’s economic base. Through
the sale of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) to Asia and
Europe, Oman has generated significant revenues for
the country and has established the reputation for
Oman of a trusted and reliable business partner with
whom the world wants to do business. Natural gas has
also answered the need for more efficient and clean
energy within Oman and as an engine for much of
Oman’s economic diversification...Oman LNG intends
to continue to play a central role. So, as we mark this
year’s Oman LNG Day, we celebrate the birth of Oman’s
“gas age” following the issuance of His Majesty’s Royal
Decree to establish Oman LNG in February 1994.






man has been interestingly described as “the secret of the
Middle East” by some of its visitors. The description itself is instructive
because it expresses some of the fascinating phenomena that only
Oman can boast of.

From the fabled snow fall in the Jebal Akbar to the mountain peak
of the Jebal Shams, the Sultanate of Oman hosts a few of nature’s
remaining wonders. One of such marvels is located on the pristine
beaches of the Ras al Jinz. On these beaches, near extinct green back
turtles are allowed to maintain their own habitat.

Forged through a co-operation between the Ministry of Tourism and
Oman LNG, the Ras al Jinz Turtle Research Centre is a multi-million

the description expresses the
fascinating phenomena that only
Oman can boast of.

dollar project that is one of the world’s precious conservations for
nurturing the turtles and aiding their survival. With hotel rooms, a
resturant, souvenir shop, this natural enclave’s appeal as a tourist
attraction is enhanced by the valuable amenities and information
the centre provides to the teeming visitors who come to see one of
nature’s uncommon manifestations

On the tip of the eastern part of Arabian peninsular is a rare sight.



Pacing the Turtles
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At night, the stars, sprinkled across the sky, can be seen

in full glare and the moon often stands out unhindered
by the clouds. But rarer still, are the turtles nesting on
the beach. This is the Ras al Jinz, a nature reserve and
home to one of the largest nesting sites for green back
turtles on earth.

The reserve’s uniqueness is made so more alluring
because it allows a seldom close viewing of the green
sea turtle which is now endangered species threatened
with extinction. Said to be one of the species of
turtles with its existence dating back millions of years
ago when reptiles held the fort on the earth, their
continued survival has been challenged by hunting,
targeted to enable the use of their shells for jewelry
and their eggs for food.

Other age-hold habits working against the survival
of these turtles are incidental catches during fishing
which can trap and even drown the turtles and the
constant coastal development work to construct new
buildings and create or expand roads which destroy
familiar nesting places for female turtles to lay their
eggs. Yet again, marine debris can prove deadly when
swallowed unwittingly as food.
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Marked by a hundred and twenty (120) square
kilometre coastal area bound by a forty-five (45)
kilometre coastline and stretching a kilometre into the
sea, the Ras al Jinz hosts thousands of tourists all year
round who come here to have an uncommon first-
hand experience of watching the green sea turtles in
their natural habitat. A common sight on this reserve,
is the exciting picture of the baby turtles limping their
way to the ocean.

There are about thirty thousand (30,000) nests annually
on the two beaches which comprise Ras al lJinz,
translating to approximately ten to fifteen thousand
female turtles visiting the reserve. The concentration
of turtles on any one beach largely depends on the
movement of the wind. Beach One, seven hundred
(700) metres long, will have more visits from the turtles
when the wind blows from north to south, which
is often the case in the summer months of April to
October. Conversely, when the wind moves from the
south to the north, usually in the winter months of
November through March, the turtles are more likely
to frequent Beach Two which is one thousand, two
hundred metres in length.



Times and Seasons

In May, the sight of two turtle heads, male and female, mating
in the water is a regular occurrence. After a period of say three
weeks, the female turtle leaves its male partner in the ocean and
comes ashore to lay its eggs.

The birthing process happens only at night and begins with
the preparatory ceremony of the female turtle using her front
flippers to clear an area in the sand. This activity is soon followed
by the use of her back flippers to burrow a hole in the cleared
area. Female turtles could clear one area after another in the sand
without tunneling a hole in which to lay their eggs. Described
as camouflage work, these fake nests serves as a distraction for
predators like the fox looking to dig the nest and eat the eggs
after the turtle lays them, normally in clutches of hundred eggs
per nest.

There are about thirty thousand
nests annually on the two beaches
which comprise Ras al Jinz.

Hundreds of visitors interested in watching the female turtles in
the birthing process throng the Ras Al Jinz all year round, coming
from many different parts of the world. Said Al Araimi, one of the



Reserve’s six tour guides says, “Tourists come from all
over the world. From Africa, Asia, Europe, everywhere
and they are interested in knowing about the turtles.
They want information about the activities here.”

Certain rules however, must guide the tours which hold
either at 9pm in the night or as early as 4.30am in the
morning. Firstly, the use of camera flash, torch light or
any form of incandescence is strictly prohibited during
the tour. Said explains: “The white light can scare the
mother turtles, causing them to go back to the water
when they want to lay eggs. For the baby turtles, when
they come out from their nest in the sand, they will
think the light is from the horizon which they would
typically follow to get to the water and will be misled

to watch the turtles lay
their eggs and baby
turtles making their way
to the sea at night

to a different direction where they could die either
from exhaustion or be preyed upon by other animals
like sea-gulls and foxes.”

But the tour guides who coordinate the turtle
watching exercise with the help of assistants provide
a special kind of torch, with dual-coloured lights for
the visitors. This torch will produce the white light to
illuminate their path during the approximately twenty-
minute walk from the centre to any of the two beaches
and produces red glow for use when watching the
turtles lay their eggs Exceptions to the use of cameras
are made during the early morning tours, usually
from 5.30am because of the sun’s natural light which
diffuses the effects of the flash from a camera. Other
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proscriptions during the tour include making loud
noises and excessive movements while watching
the turtles lay their eggs, touching the turtle or its
hatchlings and disturbing the turtle’s tracks in the sand
used by researchers to locate the nests.

Supported by Research

Situated within the grounds of the conservation
is a Turtle Research and Exhibition Centre built
with funding from Oman LNG to foster devoted
research on this distinct family of sea turtles. All the
information delivered to the visitors by the guides is
supported by empirical scientific research endorsed
by the Sultanate’s Ministry of Environment. Scientists,
mainly from Europe and America, are among the
regular visitors who call at the reserve to study the
green sea turtles and update the centre with their
findings.

It is in furtherance of these studies that turtles at the
Ras al Jinz have been tagged and fitted with tracking
devices to monitor their movements around the world.
These findings tell of many travels and remarkable
visits of the turtles to far-flung places like Somalia,
Australia, Yemen and India. But these visits are mere
courtesy calls as the animals never leave the waters
in these places, staying only briefly and eventually
returning to the Omani waters close to the centre to
mate and reproduce their young.

Such discoveries have helped to substantiate the view
that the green back turtle always returns to its land
of birth to lay its eggs. Studies have also proven how
the earth’s (sand’s) temperature determines the sex
of the baby turtles. “If the sand’s temperature is 29
degrees and above, all of the one hundred babies will
be females. On the other hand, if the temperature is
28 degrees and below, the babies will be males. If the
temperature is between 29 and 28 degrees, then the
babies will be both males and females. So if the mother
turtle lays the eggs close to the water, | will be sure that
all of them will be male. But if it is away form the water
it will be female,” affirms Said.



Another peculiarity of the turtle is the lack of natal

bond between the mother and its young, as the
mother dispassionately returns to the sea soon after
nesting its eggs.

Weighing between 68 to 250 kilogrammes and with
its length ranging between 80 to 120 centimetres, the
green sea turtle can live to around eighty years. Males
have a longer tail than the females, but both have
the same green colour, reason why they are called
Green Sea Turtles. This skin colour is also the obvious
differentiation between this species of turtle and other
categories in the family, for example, the Olive Ridley
Turtle which has a red hue or the Leatherback Turtle
that has a leathery shell.

It usually takes the green sea turtle between 37 to 40
years to reach maturity, at which point it is ready to lay
its eggs.

An Enclave for Turtles

Even the protection for turtles at the Ras al Jinz is
provided by nature. Asked what steps are taken by
the Reserve to ward off trespassers, Said points to
the mountains that rise above. “The reserve has some
natural protection in the form of these mountains
which surrounds the area leading to the beach. So
there’s just one way leading into and out of the beach.”
In addition, rangers from the Centre regularly patrol
the grounds within and surrounding the beaches,
keeping watch to prevent trespassers from disturbing
the enclave.

“But we don't stop the foxes,” continues Said, “because
they are part of a natural cycle. The foxes live on the
mountains and feed on the hatchlings and the eggs
laid by the mother turtle” Even other mother turtles
which come on the beach to nest their own eggs could
unknowingly destroy the eggs laid earlier by another
turtle by its digging to create a nest. It is such activities,
sometimes predatory, at other times by mere mishap,
that are the reasons why only three or four turtles
survive out of every clutch of about a hundred eggs
nested.

These challenges to their survival nothwithstanding,
the Ras al Jinz remains one of the world’s precious
conservations for nuturing the turtles and aiding their
survival. Its appeal as a tourist attraction is enhanced
by the valuable information the centre provides to
the teeming visitors who come to see one of nature’s
uncommon manifestation.

Describing his experience at the Ras al Jinz, Chike
Aginah, a Nigerian, who recently led a delegation of
seventy (75) other Nigerians, including children on
one particular night, comments, “l wanted to get as
close to nature as possible. The Ras al Jinz provided
the answer. Its value for educating people about the
turtles is immeasurable. It tickled the imagination of
the kids to see nature and its wonders at such close
quarters-watching the turtles lay their eggs and baby
turtles making their way to the sea at night. They
asked the guides so many questions and of course the
guides themselves were such great custodians and
repositories of knowledge. It's clear that they love their
jobs. We practically had to stop them from supplying
information. The most interesting part for me, was that
the turtles return to the same spot after 37 years and
the lack of a mother/baby bond after birth is simply
just mind-boggling”

Certainly, once visited, there’s never a lack of bond
with the Ras al Jinz; it is easily one of the captivating
wonders of Oman.
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By: Deepak Kumar

or several years, | have been longing to visit Mashirah
Island. Queries, whenever raised amongst friends and
colleagues regarding the route to this island and a
reasonable hotel to stay, were always met with muted
responses. Some friends even questioned my wisdom
for visiting such a barren island. Most of the friends
advised me that if | wished to undertake a long journey,
it better be to Salalah or Khasab.

Mysterious Mashirah

| noted a general apathy towards Mashirah Island.
| sensed it to be as a dark horse amongst shinning
stallions. Many of my friends were unaware of the
route to this island. Many colleagues spoke of the risks
associated with such a drive to this far flung town. For
them, nothing existed beyond Nizwa untill Salalah.
There were friendly concerns expressed regarding
the safety aspects of travelling to such a distant place
through secluded patches of roads. Some friends
even suggested that | better kept a navigator in the
car and informed a few friends at Sur, Muscat and lbra
about my travel plans. If help was required, it could be
extended at short notice by them.

All these friendly advice went on to build an
excitement for this trip. It also added a sense of
mysteriousness to the journey. The only anxiety that
| had was related to my ability to find a proper place
to stay overnight.
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Google map, on the other hand offered a complete
different picture. Mashirah appeared tobe alargeisland
situated about 20 kms away from the mainland on the
eastern side. This was contrary to general perception
that indicated it to be a tiny island. It measures a good
95 kms from North to South. The width of the island
ranges between 12 to 14 kms. The area is about 650
square kms. This is nearly the size of the Kingdom of
Bahrain. There are about 12,000 residents living in 12
villages according to the last official census.

Marathon drive to Mashirah

One day | came across an invoice from Swiss Belhotel
Resort, Mashirah. A new hotel had come up at Mashirah
where some one from our Company had already
stayed. This information removed my only anxiety
regarding the trip. It was during the three-day holiday
in September that | decided to visit the island.

| did very little planning. | booked the hotel room
and made sure that the car was in perfect working
condition. With a few water bottles, clothes for 2
days travel and my wallet, | set out for my journey to
Mashirah Island.

| left Muscat at 7am. You will be very tempted to know
as how | felt during this 450 km journey. Only one word
to describe it -fantastic! The road condition is so good
that you do not feel any stress or strain of driving.

The route from Muscat passes through Nizwa road. At
Bidbid, take the route to Ibra (Highway #23). Once you
have driven about 120 km from Muscat, be on look out
for Shell petrol pump (123 km). You have to take a right
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turn at this T-junction and head towards Sinaw. On the
way, you will cross Al Mudabiya (166km). There are
petrol pumps belonging to Shell and Oman Qil. Sinaw
is situated around 183km from Muscat. | travelled this
distance in about 2 hours. It was a time to take a tea
break. There are many petrol pumps at Sinaw.

From Sinaw, you take Highway #32 which heads south.
The drive for next 180km is through the desert area.
The only town you will pass is Barzaman (203Km). You
travel on a straight road with nothing around you. As
far as you look on any side, you will see flat piece of
land. There are no trees, bushes, houses or hillocks.
Nothing but just plain land. This sight is very rare to
come across any where in the world. You can see
horizon where ground meets the sky. | only wish that
we had a chance to see the sun rising or setting from
such a location.

There is a round-about at Shenna (370km). The land
mark is an Al Maha Petrol pump. It is here that you turn
left (towards East). The next town is Mahoot (388km).
It will be another 70 km drive before you will reach the
port from where ferries are available for crossing the
sea. You better refill at Mahoot. Why? The next refilling
station is in Mashirah Island only.

The stretch is very scenic. You drive on a tar road with
the sea on both the sides at many places. On the sides
of the road, you can see salt deposited for miles. There
is strange feeling in the air. It is believed that salt
has healing power. Ask any tired athlete. A general
prescription for tired feet is to dip them in luke warm
water with salt!



The port is a beautiful set of buildings .The journey by
ferry takes 1.30 hours and costs OMR 8 or OMR 10 for
the car and passengers put together depending on the
size of the car. The ferry services run till 2.30pm. Hence
one can not take long breaks on the way.

The drive from Mashirah port to Swiss Belhotel Resort
[Phone 2550 4274, Fax 2550 4275, Email: HYPERLINK
“mailto:mashirah@swiss-behotel.com”mashirah@
swiss-behotel.com] is short. The hotel has four star
facilities.

Magnificent Mashirah

You will wonder as what to do on an island where
there are roads to nowhere. No shopping malls! It is
a driver’s paradise. One can travel along the sea for
miles. | took the road towards south and came across
some magnificent sights. A large number of small sand
covered hillocks in the back ground of brown and
black high hills. The sea is very mild on the western side
of the island.

However as you move along and come on the eastern
side of the island, the mood of the sea changes. It is as
wild as you can imagine. The beaches are littered with
large stone boulders. The wild sea throws up waves
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high up in the air. It is frightening to watch the waves
lashing against the beaches and generate white foam.
You will see accumulated sea foam in large quantities
all along the beaches.

You will also see some un-imaginable sights. The sand is
pure white. The hills and hillocks are charcoal black. The
sand is spread all over. Many places, one can mistake
the white sand as snow. | hope that the pictures printed
here give you an inkling of the actual scene.

Mesmerising Mashirah

Animals have very strong survival instincts. Animal
measure the safety and security well before choosing
nesting places. Mashirah Island is a blessed place and
very serene. Birds have chosen the beaches for laying
eggs. At many places, you can see thousands of these
birds nesting. It is a great sight to see them fly away
as you approach the beach. Needless to say that as a
responsible person, you would avoid nesting places.
You will not only damage eggs if you go there, but
could leave a human scent which is disliked by animals.
Birds will avoid nesting on these places in future.

Of course, our Oman friendly turtles have also selected
the island for their nesting place. At night, hundreds



of these turtles come to a large number of beaches.
The closest nesting place is located just on the beach
attached to the hotel.

You will also come across small plants thriving on these
beaches. The plants suck moisture from the air. | do not
know as how these plants pick up nutrients from the
sandy beaches. How do these plants survive the strong
sand storms? These plants leave a message to human
beings setting an example for survival in desolate
locations and desperate conditions.

Another unique sight is seeing sea shells of various
colours, sizes and shapes .At some locations you will
see countless of these accumulated. One of my well
wishers had warned me that you should not pick these
asitwas prohibited. It was very difficult not to pick some
of these shells. As | felt shy and was afraid, | controlled
my child like urge. On the return boat trip, | asked some
one about the rational of not allowing visitor to pick up
sea shells as memento, he laughed and said that there
were no such rules. It was another example of one of
those myths associated with Mashirah Island.

If you stand on one of these beaches, you will drift
to a different world where the only sounds heard are
the chirping of birds and roaring of the sea waves.
Strong winds will brush against your cheeks creating
a sensation that is difficult to express. The temperature
was very mild and yet | felt a chill in the month of
September.

The mountains influence your thought process as if a
magnetic current has passed through your body. Was
I imagining too much? | do not know. But it is certain
that the feeling was very strange. Far from civilization
| felt very lonely.

There may be some such beaches in other parts of
the world. But will you dare to visit such lonely places
with your family. | doubt it. | always feel so secure
in the Sultanate that the thought of insecurity did
not arise till | decided to pen these lines. So being
a resident of the Sultanate of Oman, do take your
option and experience the sensation of the mystic
Mashirah....

Was I imagining too much? I do not know. But
it 1s certain that the feeling was very strange. Far
from civilization I felt very lonely.
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What led to your decision to take on the ACCA?

| never thought that learning would be over when |
graduated BSc in Accounting. One should never stop
learning. It is easier, once you're out of school to study
subjects of your interest where you see the relevance. |
decided to study ACCA because it offered membership
of an accounting body that enables it members
become proficient in the field. For example, an ACCA
membership entitles a member to sign Financial
Statements (Annual Reports) as an auditor in more that
50 countries, allowing you to take responsibility for
your work. So the main reason was the professionalism
it enables one achieve, among other advantages.

Could you tell us these advantages?

There are number of reasons that make the ACCA
attractive. For one, it's a cost effective and efficient way
to increase one’s knowledge and gain professionalism
in the field of accountancy. Candidates for the
certification gain specialist knowledge in finance
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and accounting areas and acquire valuable skills in
organisational management and strategy formulation.

Secondly, ACCA training is quite comprehensive and
delivers the technical and management skills required
by accountants. It offers advanced studies in core
accounting subjects like Financial Reporting, Financial
Strategies and Management Decision Making.

Still another advantage of the certification is that it
makes one acquainted with International Accounting
and Auditing Standards and is compliant with the
International Federation of Accounting (IFAC), so
members have an up-to-date knowledge of best
practice in the industry.

| was enthusiastic about achieving my objective. To
me, education is very important as | was raised to
differentiate between schooling and learning. | believe
that you can go to school and learn what you are
taught, but learning involves application of what you
know to deal with real life situations.

In what specific ways did Oman LNG policies help
you in acquiring the certification?

Oman LNG supports its staff who have interest
in attaining professional qualification. This was a
major factor to my success. | encourage staff to take
advantage of this opportunity and make their decision
today. Not many companies give their employees such
support. Last but not least, senior ACCA members in
the Finance Department also gave me tremendous
support.
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